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1.  Aethelflaed, Lady of Mercia, is a little-known local heroine with an 
incredible story. Like many strong heroic females, she seems to have been 
lost in the depths of history, despite being the mother of English 
national identity.
2.  Historical fiction is a great method to bring her story to life. Accessible to 
wider audience & while having  historical facts, will allow the reader to use 
their imagination to relate, empathise, empower & generate aspiration.

their imagination to relate, empathise, empower & generate aspiration.3.  Telling her story would be an opportunity to learn from her example, 
successfully building trust & relationships, uniting kingdoms, overcoming 
cultural taboos and being a female leader in a male-dominated world.4.  Telling her story now is also timely:there is an increased interest in this era & Norse mythology thanks to tv 
series and books such as Game of Thrones, Vikings, and The Last Kingdom 
(Athelflead is mentioned), but her story skewed and diluted.
(Athelflead is mentioned), but her story skewed and diluted.5.  Following Brexit and the growing likelihood of Scottish and Welsh 
independence, we can learn from her example, learn lessons as to
why uniting under one ruler is beneficial for smaller nations.
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