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Dates for the diary

Student Photography Show, The Lighthouse, Wolverhampton, 
21 May – 5 June

Photography Show, The Custard Factory, Birmingham 
until 31 May (then 8–12 June at the School)

Undergraduate Final Year Degree Show, 6–12 June 2008

MA Fine Art Interim Show, University Gallery, Millennium Building,
6–12 June 2008

Phil Brooks, Sixty Degrees North, Walsall Art Gallery, 
6 June – 27 July 2008

University Open Days, 21 June and 16 August 2008

New Blood Exhibition, Brompton Hall, Earls Court, London, 
23–25 June 2008

New Designers Exhibition, Business Design Centre, London N1, 
3–6 July 2008

Creative Pathways Glass Symposium, School of Art & Design, 
22 August 2008

Glass Routes Exhibition, Bilston Craft Gallery, 
23 August – 15 November 2008

School of Art & Design’s Graduation Ceremonies, 2 September at
2:45pm for Digital Media, Design and Applied Arts awards; at 6:30pm
for Visual Communications, Fine Art & Photography, Joint Degrees and
the HNC/D awards.

MA Degree Show, School of Art & Design, 6–11 September 2008

Welcome to new Staff

Hilary Price, Creative Studio Coordinator (0.7). 

Hilary has a BA (Hons) in History of Art & History from Wolverhampton
and has a Level 2 Cert in British Sign Language. She has worked in the
Wolverhampton Business School since 1994, first as Post-graduate In-
company Awards Administrator and then as Management Research
Centre Administrator. 

In her new role managing the Creative Studios she will support the
development of student employability through live projects and briefs,
and work placements. She will also promote our links with employers
to underpin the development of Foundation Degrees.

David Green, Lecturer in Glass (0.5)

David did a BA (Hons) Multi-Disciplinary Design (Glass) at Staffordshire
University, a postgraduate glass course at the Reitveld Academie in
Amsterdam, and an MA in Glass at Wolverhampton. He has worked as
a glass & ceramics Technician at Wolverhampton, Staffordshire and
Stourbridge, and as a Lecturer at Staffordshire, Sandwell and
Stourbridge. He brings a particular interest and expertise in
architectural glass.  

fresh views
62° North  Faroe Islands
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Phil Brooks, a PhD Photography student in the School, has long been intrigued by the
idea of the North and the appeal of cold, often inhospitable environments. 

Phil, who is researching “The Art of Assessing Lens-based Creativity”, initially considered
how “the North” might be defined. In his exhibition at Walsall Art Galllery entitled ‘Sixty
Degrees North’, running until the end of July, the photographer decided to explore
those countries, landscapes and communities that could be found 60 degrees north of
the equator. He then embarked upon a physical and spiritual journey that began on the
Siberian border with Norway, through Scandinavia, to the Scottish islands including
Orkney, and Shetland’s remote island of Foula, which is missed off many maps, then on
to the Faroe Islands, Iceland, Greenland, northern Canada and southern Alaska. 

Through Phil’s extraordinary photographs, we develop a greater understanding of the
lands and the people who occupy this northernmost part of the world. Awe-inspiring,
sublime landscapes, as well as individuals and communities are covered. 

A publication accompanies this exhibition with text by the artist. This publication 
has been supported by the University of Wolverhampton

60°N
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Transitions
Leroy Henry, who works as an
artist in and with the School as
part of the AA2A (Artist’s Access
to Art Colleges) scheme, has an
exhibition at the Symphony Hall
in Birmingham in July. 

The exhibition is informed 
by emotional associations 
to the built environment.
These characteristics have
been transposed into bold
Pop Art prints.

Leroy says, “I believe the show will make the viewer
more aware of the rich architectural heritage within the Midlands as well
as drawing inspiration from the successful marriage of old and new with
special reference to the recent extension to Wolverhampton’s Museum
and Art Gallery, featuring the country’s first all new Pop Art Museum.”

Leroy has a number of shows coming up: at the School in September, 
at the Inner Sanctum Gallery between September 8th-30th and at
Wolverhampton Central Reference Library between January 12th 
and 31st next year.

Jo Newman, Glass Technician in the 
School, is exhibiting her work at Bilston
Craft Gallery up until 14th June. The
Transitions show highlights and explores
the challenges faced by makers at a 
mid-point in their career. 

Transitions profiles the work of five makers
from different craft disciplines, including
ceramicist Loretta Braganza, textile artist
Cas Holmes, felt maker Deborah Roberts
and contemporary jeweller Mizuko Yamada,
as well as Jo’s work in glass. 

Transitions is supported by the Japan
Foundation. 

A dozen stunning paintings were displayed 
in a new exhibition at the University of
Wolverhampton celebrating the renowned
artist, Frank Bowling’s, lifetime of achievement.

The Bigger Picture
Inspiration
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Three members of the School’s staff 
have won awards in the University’s
Rewarding Excellence scheme. The
awards are for being a ‘Rising Star’, 
for Innovation, and Blended Learning.

‘Rising Star’ Louise Fenton is in her second
academic year of teaching Contextual
Studies within the Division of Visual
Communication, School of Art and 
Design. Louise wrote and developed the
learning materials for the newly validated
contextual modules.

Winner for Innovation, Julia Chidley, Senior
Lecturer in Graphic Communication, has
been responsible for developing student
employability in the School of Art & Design.
Julia has engaged students via competitions
and live projects and developed an elective
placement module. 

Excellence Rewarded
Jean Dyson’s award for Blended Learning
was a result of her work on the level 1
Research & Study Skills module. As well as
introducing students to the use of electronic
aids to studying and module management,
Jean has gained engagement in sessions by
the use of an interactive voting system. She
is currently investigating the use of mobile
technologies, both SMS and podcasts. 

Frank Bowling’s ‘Big Paintings’ exhibition opened in mid-March
for 3 weeks in the University’s impressive Millenium Building
Gallery in the centre of the city.

It featured huge canvases up to 12ft wide which reflect the
artist’s fascination with colour, composition and scale.

Frank Bowling launched the show with an exclusive
Conversation with the Artist session, with the Head of Fine Art
at the School of Art & Design, Su Fahy. More than 80 guests
attended a private view afterwards. 

The pioneering artist, who divides his time between London and
New York, was born in 1936 in Guyana, which means ‘place of
water’, and his artwork is often themed around water and the
hinterlands around coastal and delta areas. 

Top Show at Wolverhampton

He trained in Britain, winning a scholarship to the Royal College
of Art. In 2005, he became the first black artist elected to the
Royal Academy in its 200-year history.

His work is represented in over 30 collections, including the Royal
College of Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and
the Victoria and Albert Museum. In 1987, he became the first
black British artist to have a piece purchased by the Tate Gallery.

Last year, the University of Wolverhampton awarded an Honorary
Doctor of Arts to Frank Bowling in recognition of his outstanding
contribution to painting and the arts.

Photography by D
an C

ollins

Stein Claybrooke of menswear company
CLAYS@SHIFNAL is working alongside
current School of Art & Design Fashion
Acessories students to help bring their
work to market before they graduate.

The project, which enables students to put
their designs onto a range of male t-shirts,
was launched in March at
CLAYS@SHIFNAL. The first t-shirt design,
consisting of the new brand name and
logo, has been designed by Laura Phelan,
a 3rd year student studying Applied Art
and Textile Design in the School.

Laura’s concept was to design a logo that
represented the opportunity given to
students to sell their work before they
graduate. The ‘zipper’ logo symbolises
students being able to unzip a future for
themselves using this project as a gateway
into future career paths.

Unzip the
Future 
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Observer Hodge Winner:

Wolverhampton graduate Stuart Whipps, 
an Observer Hodge competition winner, 
is showing his photographs in Walsall
recording the move of MG car production
from Longbridge to China.

His Longbridge photographs, showing the
abandoned works deserted following the
end of production in 2005, form part of his
book and exhibition Ming Jue, at Walsall’s
New Art Gallery until June. They are
juxtaposed with photographs he took last
year in Nanjing, to which MG production
was moved.

The ghostly Longbridge pictures show the
ageing works frozen at the moment when
production was halted, with half-finished
cars on the production line and the medical
centre still awaiting its next casualty.

In his first job as a teenage window-cleaner
he occasionally worked inside factories, but
much of his own working life has been
spent in the more sterile environment of
retail parks.

“I worked in retail for 10 years,” Stuart says. 
“I was an operations manager, full time, for

Next. It wasn't a bad job but it wasn’t what
I wanted to do for the rest of my life.

“So I enrolled for a full-time photography
course at Wolverhampton University and a
part-time managerial post, both on the
same weekend. 

I got the university place, got the
management job, and went on working
right through university, a lot of that at
Merry Hill.”

He started photographing at Longbridge in
November 2004 while still a student, and
some images in the exhibition date from
this time. After the plant closed in 2005 it
took six months of negotiations with the
receivers to regain access.

“I made about 10 visits over two-and-a-half
years – which I think was important, to 
have time to sit back and look at the
work,” he says.

The second half of the project became
possible because the Longbridge
photographs won him the Observer 
Hodge Award, 2006. 

It came with a £1,500 travel scholarship,
topped up to £2,000, to enable him to 
visit China for two weeks.

“What he didn't know was that his visit
would coincide with the first MG rolling 
off the production line in Nanjing.

The people I met were very warm and
friendly. One guy took me all over Nanjing
trying to find somewhere to get my
medium-format film processed.

As a student, Whipps’s work was influenced
by new German and American topographical
photography. He says of his images in Ming
Jue: “I've tried to keep a sense of distance.
When you walk into an empty room and
there are empty lockers with peoples’ things
still in them, the temptation is to get in
close. But hopefully there’s still enough
room to manoeuvre in them.”

At 28, he is astonished at how well his
career has taken off since leaving
Wolverhampton.

He is also planning to explore Birmingham’s
hidden river, the Rea, beneath the
Longbridge works, and has an ongoing
project investigating another industrial site,
Blaneau Festiniog, and its relationship with
the Snowdonia National Park.

Fascinated by urban regeneration, he is
currently researching Birmingham’s
omnipotent postwar traffic engineer Herbert
Manzoni. His work is included in a group
exhibition called Utopias which opens in
Lisbon in the summer before touring Spain,
and he will have a show at Birmingham
Museum & Art Gallery in summer 2009.
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“ ”

Monument to Longbridge

Stuart’s ghostly Longbridge pictures show 
the ageing works frozen at the moment when 

production was halted, with half-finished cars on 
the production line and the medical centre still 

awaiting its next casualty.
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Celebrating a career spanning 40 years,
Glass Routes is a major international
exhibition showing the work of Professor
Keith Cummings and his students. 
The exhibition examines the role and
impact of the teaching of Professor
Keith Cummings on glass education in
the UK and internationally.

Heart of Glass

The exhibition at Bilston Craft Gallery from 23rd August - 15th
November 2008 is a collaboration between the School of Art &
Design at the University of Wolverhampton and Wolverhampton Arts
& Museums (Bilston Craft Gallery), and is supported by the Arts
Council England and Renaissance in the Regions from MLA West
Midlands. It is also part of the International Festival of Glass.

Keith Cummings has taught mainly at Stourbridge College and the
University of Wolverhampton. During this time, Cummings has
provided guidance, support and early career training for some of the
most important international glass artists. This exhibition looks at 40
years of Keith Cumming’s work and that of many of his students
with a particular focus on his impact upon the next generation of
glass artists practicing today in England and China as well as work
by artists from Europe, North America and Australia.

The School of Art and Design has enjoyed an ongoing relationship
with Chinese universities and contemporary glass artists since the
exhibition of British glass artists in Shanghai in 1996/7. This
exhibition included work by Professor Keith Cummings, his former
student, Colin Reid, and many others. Since then there have been
several successful academic exchanges with many undergraduate
and postgraduate Chinese students studying at Wolverhampton and
returning to China to set up new academic glass centres and
businesses.

To celebrate this exchange and highlight links with the universities in
Beijing and Shanghai this exhibition will specifically examine the
effect of the School upon newly established university programmes
in studio glass in Shanghai and Beijing. This will illustrate the strong
dynamic dialogue between the contemporary glass culture in the UK
and the developing glass art culture in China in the universities and
also with their rapidly developing industrial and commercial partners.
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The exhibition will provide a unique and robust view of Professor
Cummings own body of work, comprised of glass and metal
sculptures, drawings and paintings. His work will be contextualised
and exhibited amongst the art works from fellow staff, ex-students
and colleagues with whom he has been engaged in an international
dialogue about history, technique and the evolution of contemporary
glass and its role in academic, industrial and commercial realms.

The exhibition will  present glass works by 49 artists, 17 of them
Chinese, demonstrating how technique and glass materials are
manipulated eloquently within the sculptural, design, architectural
and decorative arts traditions at the frontiers of contemporary
culture on an international stage.

Among the international glass artists and designers are: Colin Reid,
UK; David Reekie, UK; Tessa Clegg, UK; Susan Nixon, University of
Wolverhampton; Catherine Hough, UK; Stuart Garfoot, University of
Wolverhampton; Katy Holford, UK; Professor Donghai Guan,
Tsinghua University, Beijing; Professor Xiawei Zhuang, College of Fine
Arts Shanghai University; Maureen Cahill, Glass Artists Gallery
Sydney, Australia; Gerhard Ribka, Germany; and others.

For opening times and for further information of how 
to get to the gallery, please visit:
www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk/bilston/visit.

Complementing the Glass Routes Exhibition, the
Creative Pathways Symposium on 22 August in the
School will examine how we navigate the interactive
creative process between materials, process, creativity,
style, function and context.

Speakers will include Professor Keith Cummings, University
of Wolverhampton; Professor Andrew Brewerton, former
Dean Wolverhampton University; Professor Donghai Guan,
Tsinghua University Beijing; Katy Holford, Designer; and the
glass artist, David Reekie.

Based on the idea that we all have a very different
methodology for the development of our creativity and
the generation of new ideas from inspiration, to idea, to
prototypes or experimental models of practice and finally
to ‘product’, the Symposium looks at case studies of
individual professional makers, designers, and artists in
glass, and at the opportunities and limitations within each
of their individual methodologies to take creative risk and
incorporate creative strategies of development. Whether
working for industry, in architecture, for commission as 
an artist or for exhibition, it will discuss how each of us
utilises our particular body of skills in applying a creative
pathway within a given context.

The Symposium will explore points of difference and
convergence in contemporary creative practice. It thus
complements the Glass Routes exhibition which is devoted
to the creative use of glass as a shared concern within
architecture, product design, craft and art. Against the
background of glass objects produced over four decades
and drawn from a variety of international cultures, the
Symposium seeks to give expression to individual creative
pathways that have led to these exhibits.

The presentations and final plenary discussion will be 
held in the exhibition among the objects themselves. 
It will bring to light, perhaps for the first time, the range
of personal responses to an identified set of forces, set
against the single dominant theme, the unique material 
of glass. We hope to illustrate the diversity of practice by
recognising in the work in the exhibition the dynamic
cross cultural philosophy of practice, context and material
expression. Glass is not a subject, just a material with
many subjects and many interpretations.

Top Glass 
Experts in School

David Reekie
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Artist’s Success
In a recent ‘New Horizons’ show at the Royal Birmingham
Society of Artists Galleries in Birmingham, three of our
students’ work was highlighted.

Quote from Review in Birmingham Post – “The Royal
Birmingham Society of Artists has established a niche 
in its spring exhibition programme in recent years to 
show off work by students from various colleges 
around the West Midlands.

I liked the neat little rowing boat by Yianny Eleftheriades 
from Wolverhampton University which appears at first 
sight to be made of weathered grey wood but is actually
made of paper and card. A companion-piece doorway 
has a satisfyingly solid-looking knob which is also 
equally delicate.

I was also intrigued by Rowshona Begum’s Silence, not 
so much for its heavily simplified treatment of the figure 
of a woman wearing a headscarf as for the decorative
treatment of the background, with its delicate dabbles and
squiggles of paint and its use of collaged decorative beads.

It was refreshingly out of the usual run of things and made
me curious to see more of her work.”

Open Result
Open is a collaboration between Birmingham Museum & Art 
Gallery and Wolverhampton Art Gallery, sponsored by the School 
of Art and Design, celebrating the vibrant talent of the art scene 
in the West Midlands and allowing regional artists the chance to
show their work at these prestigious venues.

Works are being selected by an independent panel including 
Richard Billingham, photographer; Dr Rachel Garfield, artist 
and curator; and Alistair Robinson, programme director for 
the Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art

Prizes are to include: 3D/Sculpture, £250 sponsored by 
School of Art and Design at University of Wolverhampton; 
Work on Paper, £250 sponsored by Café Rickshaw; Painting, 
£250 sponsored by Spectrum Fine Arts; Time Based Media, 
£250 sponsored by TVS Media; Photography, £250 sponsored 
by What's On Where Wolverhampton. 

The work will be displayed at Wolverhampton Art Gallery 
from 5 July – 5 September.

Lecturers in Print
Just published is a book by 
Senior Lecturers in Graphic
Communication, Jessica Glaser 
and Carolyn Knight.

Print and Production Finishes 
for Bags, Labels, and Point of
Purchase shows the different
effects that can be created and 
the key print and production
techniques used to achieve them.
Work across all budgets and
production/print runs is explored,
revealing the skills and techniques

that work to grab the target audience's attention.
Print and Production Finishes for Bags, Labels, and Point of
Purchase is an indispensable sourcebook and practical guide to the
finishes, surface graphics, detailing, and materials that help make
bags and labels stand out from the crowd. By analyzing the best in
the business, this book gives readers a thorough understanding of
materials, and of the print and production finishes that can be
applied to any job.

Artist: Yianny Eleftheriades
Photography: Paul Scull
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Portugese-born, Paris-based Graphic
Communication graduate Joao Filipe
Cunha won a top place in Smashing
Magazine’s international competition 
to create Beautiful Blog Headers that
designers can download free.

Over 100 entries were received from nearly
40 designers worldwide, and magazine
readers voted for their favourites.

Joao’s ‘Revolution’ (pictured above) is, in his
own words, about “wanting not just to create
a banner that could be used in any kind of
blog like music, personal thoughts, design,
philosophy, science, history or any other, but
also passing through a deep meaning. There
are some questions about humanity that
really intrigue me since my early days. 

Where do we come from? Where are we
going? And what is our mission here. The
banner concept is not trying to give an
answer for these questions, but is actually
trying to reflect these questions on the user’s
subconscious. So I developed the evolution
idea to reflect our mission as humans. From
left to right I try to show some steps of the
evolution process, since prehistoric history
until these days.”

Joao has recently gained a role in an
advertising agency in Paris as Art Director. “I
consider you all in the School directly linked
with my visual identity and my graphics
education. I think you should be informed
about my evolution and career path,” said
Joao. “Best regards to all in the wonderful
team of Graphic Communication!”

A Journey
through History
Graphic Communication student 
Wade Raphael won a competition 
to design a leaflet to support a local
Trades of Bilston Exhibition.

Described as a ‘Journey into the 
History of Bilston’, the exhibition 
leaflet had to be high quality and 
eye-catching and promote the show 
to a wide audience, with a large
distribution across the region.

Beautiful Blog Headers

“We travelled out on Saturday 2nd February.
Channel 4’s Jon Snow and actress Vanessa
Redgrave were on the flight from Heathrow!”
says course leader Gill Sampson.

“Jon Snow spoke to the students about
Channel 4 News coverage of Super Tuesday
and the presidential race - he was happy to
pose for photographs and answer any
questions the students had.

On Sunday evening the New York Giants
(American football) won the Super Bowl 
and there were huge celebrations in Times
Square near the hotel and a parade on
Wednesday along Broadway – all enjoyed 
by students and staff.

Four students were invited onto the David
Letterman talk show – this goes out live coast
to coast. The guest was Hillary Clinton!

We also had successful trips to the
Metropolitan Museum, MOMA and all the
other major  sites New York has to offer.”

The staff team included Course Leader 
Gill Sampson, as well as Louise Fenton, 
Ben Kelly, Howard Read and Sheila Hind,
School Operations Manager.

*Illustration Students trip to New York

Outside the Manhattan Hotel
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Throughout the summer Wolverhampton is hosting a 
range of events to celebrate the contribution of people 
of Indian descent to the city. 

The Wolverhampton India project is supported by the City
Council, the University, Wolves’ FC, the British Council, and the
Indian High Commission, to name just a few.

The main event in the School of Art & Design is an Indian 
inspired fashion show. Students from Textile Design and Fashion
Accessories worked hard to produce garments for a fashion 
show hosted by the House of Fraser Beattie’s department store 
in the city.

Themed around the idea of ‘Indian Fusion’, the show explores
ways in which cultures merge and inspire each other. Several
shows will be in Beattie’s’ from June 25th.

In the evening a Private View will be attended by sponsors and
contributors. Rumour has it that members of the Indian Cricket
Team and wives and girlfriends of the Wolverhampton Wanderers
football team will be there!

Models for the show are supplied by Sapphire Model Agency,
which is run by a successful graduate of the School.

If your students would like to see 
and hear more about the School 
of Art & Design at Wolverhampton
please call to arrange a visit on
01902 322058 or 321914 or 
email: K.Evans2@wlv.ac.uk or
Qucie.Green@wlv.ac.uk.

We can arrange tours of the facilities,
tutor-led workshops and wider tours
of the whole University.

Indian Summer Event

Visit the School 
of Art & Design


